THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

in themselves evidence of unstable autarky; they
would never have been built if she had not intended
war and sought by such costly expedients to make
good her lack of oil. They are very suitable targets
for our bombers, and much of the plant is neces-
sarily flimsy. It is satisfactory that the reports of our
pilots should be confirmed by news of hits upon
Leuna, where one of Germany's largest synthetic
oil plants is situated. Germany's oil reserves have
been destroyed in many other parts of the country.
At Stettin, cisterns of aviation petrol blazed for
three days; so obvious a catastrophe compelled the
Germans to admit in their official communique that
two of the cisterns were destroyed, but actually it is
now known that many were burned.5 The Bulletin
also stated that it had been learnt from a neutral
observer that the Pauillac petrol tanks near Bor-
deaux were blazing for three days after our bombers
had raided them.
Oil, fuel and lubricating, is probably for Germany
her heel of Achilles. A shortage may affect her war
effort long before her supplies of food become so scanty
as to cause material difficulty. She produces about
two-and-a-half million tons of synthetic oil annually
and forty pei cent, of this is refined in western Ger-
many, as compared with fifty per cent, in central
Germany and ten per cent, in the east. Already her
western refineries have been seriously damaged by
our bombing raids,1 and the central plants will re-
1 By the end of the year the following firms* oil refineries and
synthetic oil plants had been extensively damaged by our
bombers^ according to the various Air Ministry announce-
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